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LETTER DATED 5 MAY 1975 FROM 1HE CHAIRMAN OF THE DELEGATION OF
JAMAICA ADDRESSED TO THE SRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE

I'should be grateful if the contents of this letter be circulated to all
delegations -attending the Conference.

It will be recalled that at the 5Uth Plenary Meeting (in Caracas) the then
Chairman -of the Group of 77 announced that the Group of 77 had endorsed. the candidature
of Jamaica for the site of the proposed International Sea-Bed Authority. (8ee
Official Records of the Conference, Vol. 1, p. 211, para. 23), The statement by
the Chairman of the Group of 77 was preceded by the widermentioned sequence of events
designed to exhaust all means at reaching consensus on the issue:

(a) The announcement some two years ago of Jamaica's candidature and
notification thereof to all members of the nited Wations.

(b) he formal offer of Jamaica ag the site for the lleadquarters of
the Authority made at the 27th Plenary Meeting at Caracas by the
Leader of the Jamaican Delegation.

(c) The endorssment of Jamaica's candidature at Caracas by
Regional Groups within the Group of 77.

Since Caracas, the Government of Jameica continues 4o receive formal support from
geveral Govermments not members of the Group of 77.

The Conference has yet to take a decision on the question of the site of the
proposed Authority.  However, having regard to the messure of support already received
from Governments participating in the Conference, it became necessary for the
Government of Jamaica to determine to what extent preparatory srrangements were
necesgsary in the light of the urgency expressed within the Conference for the
establishment. as early ag possible, of a new regime for the law of the sea. -

The Jamaican aufhorities were faced with a situation of either making no
prepargtions at 1l or making such preliminary preparations as would enable the
Afuthority to be fihictional within the shorteast possible time after its establighment.
In reliance upon the wide measure of support expressed so far and in the confident
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expectation that, at the appropriate time, the Conference will decide to site the
Headquarters of the Authority in Jamaica, substantial financial commitments and
extensive preparatory arrangements have been made to facilitate the suitable
establishment of the Headquarters of the Authority at the appropriate time.

It is unnecessary to repeat the indisputable advantages oi geographic location
jn the tranquil Caribbean, communications and infrastructural facilities, climate and
environmental attractions which make Jamaica an idesl site for the location of the
International Sea-Bed Authority. Nor is it necessary to recall the positive
soptribution which Jamaica continues to mzke in the development of the new Law of
the Sea and in iritiatives for the creation of a new international economic order.
Suffice it te say that the combination of physical and other characteristics which
have found expression in Jamaica are important guarantees for the efficient functioning
of the International Sea-Bed Authority.

The response already received, in relation to the siting of the Headquarters of
the International Sea~Bed Authority, makes it an incontrovertible fact that this is
one matter on which a very wide margin of consensus has already been reached.

The Government of Jamaica reiterates its profound appreciation to all those
Governments which have &0 steadfastly supported its candidature and reaffimme its
relentlesa commitment to take all steps which are necessary for the propaer establishment
of the Authority.

Finally, the Government of Jamaica remains convinced that the Governmenteg—- =~
represented at this Conference will refrain from any action which may rupture the
developing consensus regarding the siting of the Headquarters of the International
Sea~Bed Authority.

Please accept, atc.

{signed) K.O. Rattray,
Ambasaador,
chairman,
Jamaican Delegation to the
Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea.
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Ireland, Ivory Coast, Jomaice, Japen, Jordan, Kuwzit, Loos, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan irab Republic, Licchtenstein, Luxenbourg,
Modogascar, Moloysin, Meli, Malta, lMexico, Monmco, Mongolia, Morocco,
Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, Now Zeolond, Wicerague, Niger, Norwey, Oman,
Pakiston, Panmme, Philippines, Polend, Portugal, Qatar, Lepublic-of Koreao,
Romonic, Saudl sreabia, Sencgal, Sicrre Leone, Sonalin, Spoin, Sri Lonka,
Sudan, Swoziland, Sweden, Switzerlond, Thailand, Toro, Tongs, Ugeando,
Ukreinion Sovict Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Unitol .rch Emirates, United Kingdon of Great Britain and Noxthorn Irvoland,
bUnited Republic of Tansania, Upper Volta, Urugucy, Vestorn Samoc, Youmon
end Zanbia, i

"5. Forpal orcdentirls in duwe form vhich would bo effcctive for the thixd
session of tho Confercnce had been received durdng o previous scseion fron
the Zallaving 8 Stetou:

jilgorie, Chile, Czochoslovakia, Iran, Mauritanio, United Republic of
Caneroon, United 3tates of jAmerica, Zaire.

"6. The lists of representatives of the following 17 States were comrmnicated
to tho Executive Scoretery by notes verbales or letters:

) (a) f£rom the Pormancnt Representatives or Observers to the
United Nations: .irgentina, Ghona, Itely, Kenyo, Khmer Ropublic f/, Paraguoy,
Peru, Republic of Viot-Nam, Singapore, Syrian ireb Republic, Trinidad and
Tsbago, Tunisia, Turkey and Yusoslovin

(b) from the Foreign Ministry: IHouritius;
(¢) fron the Inboassy in Dern: Centrel ifricen Republics
(4) from the Dolegation: Isracl.

"7. The credentinls cf the roprescntotives »f Venezuels were comunicated to
the Lxecutive Secretory in the forn of a cable by the Foreign Minister.

"8. The Governnents of the following States informed the Exccutive Seexretary
that they would not ottond the third scasion of the Conferenco:

EBquatorial Guinece, Illowi, Maldives and Scuth .frica.

"9, Ko further cormmunicaticn hos been received from the Government of the
Denocratic Republic of Viet-Nan sincc the cable dated 22 Novenber 1975 from
the Minister for Foreign iffairs -ddressed to the Secrctary-General (contained
in decwnent /9350 dated 27 November 1973).

"10. On 30 Lpril 1975, the Sceretory-Cencrel received a ceble from the
Foreign Minigter of the Noyal Govermnent of Nationol Union of Canbodin
stating:

'The Roynl Government of Notional Union of Kampuchern controls and is
adrinistering 2ll of Cambodin. Combodic's acat in the United Noticns end its
affilicted Organizations, which by right has alweys bolonged to the
Royal Govermmont of Netional Union of Kenpuchea, autonmatically reverta to it.!

\

"j/ See. Paresgraph 16 below."
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In nccordance with the practice of the United Nations, the Conforence
will usc the neme 'Cambodia'! in reforring to that State. . No comrmnication
has been recuived from the Royal Govermnent of Wational Union with regard
to the credentiels for a delegation to the Conference,

3. The Chairmen stobed that after prepsrotion of the nenorandun fornal
credentials in due Term had been received fron Ghena, Lsrrel, Kenye, Mouritius
and Yugoslovia. In addition, the crodentinls of the representatives of Singaporc
had been commnicated in the form of o cablo.

4 The vepresentative of Hungary seid thot in view of the new gituation in
Indochina, wherc the peoples of Vict-Nern ond Combodin had succesafully fought

their heroic struggle for nationsl independonce cnd self-determination, and in the
light of the cable queted in porwgraph 10 of the nemcrandun, the report of the
Cormittee should unequivocolly statc that the ecrcdenticls of the delogations of the
so-called "Republic of Viet-Nam'" and the sc-called "Fluier Rcpublic! were mll and
void. Lt the same time, the Conference should recognize thatb the -only suthentic
representatives of fhe South Vietnonese people, namely those of the Provisional
Revolutionary Govermment of South Viet-Nam should be given the opportunity, without
undue delay, to teke their lawful seats ot the Conferonce whicih had been denied to
then in a most discrininatory nanner. In the view of his delegetion, the seat
which hod alueys belonged to the Roysl Govermnment of Notionnl Union of Cambodia
could be taken by a delegation of that Govermment at any tine they sew fit. With
respect to the Demveratic Republic of Worth Viet-Nam, the Comittee should report
thet the cormmmication from its Foreigcn Minister nentioned iu paragraph 9 of tho
memorendus had mede it clear that his Government wns unable to uecept the invitation
to participate in the Conforence precisely because of the refusal by the’

United Nations General issembly to invite the Irovisionzl Revelutionary Govermment
of South Viet-Nam.

5. The representative of the Ivory Cocst stated thot .frican delegationa, despite
the shsence of n South ..frican delegation from the present session, would like to
record their reservations with respect to the credentials of that Govermment in the
past sessions. &4s for the communicetions frow the former govermments of Ceombodie
and Soutlt Viet-Nam, his delegation would support the view of the represcntative of
Hungery that they were mull end void, bub opposcd to mentioning mnything on
credentinle which might in future be gsubnitted sinee the Commaittee dealt only with
those which had becn subnitied.

6. The represcntative of China steted that his delegation hed pointed out on neny
oceasions that the foyal Govermment of the Natisnol Unicn of Cambodia was the only
legitinate govermnert ¢f Cambodin, and the usurpation of the Conbodian seat at the
Taw of the Seca Confercnce Ly the Lon Mol cligue wos entircly illogal. Combodlo wos
totally liberated and the Lon Nol clique had completcly collapsed. No one could deny
that the Hoyal Govermmont of the Hetional Union of Canbodic was the only legitimate
governnent of Canmbedia. Tts lowful rights should he rostorced immediately. e
alac said that the irovisional Revolutionary Governmment »f the Republic of

gouth Vietneom wes the gemuine roprescntotive of the people of south Vietneon

Seigon was now libercted ond the Saigon authoritice collapaed. The DProvisional
THevoluticnary Govermment of the iapublic of south Vietnam was the only legitinete
povernment in south Vietnon. Tn the view of hisg dclegotion, the participation of
the representatives of the former Suigon authoritics at the Conference and their
so-celled feredentisls" wore entirely illegnl. :
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7. The Chairman proposed that, as en exceptional measurz, in order to'avmd having
to hold enother meeting, the Curmittee accept, subject te later validation, the
commmnications of hose Govornments which ~ore listed in pa.rrgraphs 6 and 7 oi_‘ tlln?
nemorandum, except those of the Khmer Republic and the Republic of Viet-Nam, in licu
of formal credentials.

8. The Committec adopted the Chairman's proposal without objection.

o, The Cormittee further decided that the comunication§ regarding paxticip:.ti?‘nthe
in the Conference roceived from the Permanent Representative of the Governmentho
former "Khmer Republic" and from tho Permanent Observer of the Government of the
former "Republic of Vici-Nan'" worse invalid.

16. The representative of China nade reservations as t.° the ﬁse in paragraph 9
above of the words “Khmer Republic" and "Republic of Viet-Nam".
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